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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1, 704(b). 
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1 )D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-17 in Paper dated 12/2/03 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 18-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in Paper dated 12/2/03. 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains legal phraseology (i.e. 
"comprising"). Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

5. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed (i.e. the elected method claims). 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the specification, 
while being enabling for the manufacture of a perform having a good eccentricity of a core inside 
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a preform, does not reasonably provide enablement for the process as generically claimed. The 
specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is 
most nearly connected, to make or use the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 

More specifically, the specification is drawn to a perform which comprises a core (and a 
clad formed around the core-see e.g. page 1, lines 15-17 and Example 1). The claims do not 
recite the inclusion of a core inside the porous glass material. The claims must be limited to 
what the specification discloses which is a process which treats a material comprising a core. 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the appMcant for a patent 

8. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being clearly anticipated by 
Ishikawa et al. (6,1 16,055). 

Ishikawa et al. discloses a method for sintering a porous glass material. The process 
disclosed by Ishikawa et al. includes the steps of: 

preparing a ring heater (col. 2, line 46) having an opening through which said porous 
glass material passes, for heating said porous glass material; 

selecting said porous glass material having an outer diameter within a predetermined 
range, said predetermined range being determined based on an inner diameter of the opening of 
the ring heater; and 
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heating said porous glass material in an atmosphere of dehydration gas and inert gas with 
said ring heater (col. 2, lines 19-20). 

Ishikawa et al. also discloses a furnace surrounded by the ring heater as recited in claim 7 
(col. 2, lines 45-47). 

Note that selecting a porous glass material which fits inside the ring heater meets the 
"selecting" limitation recited above. 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentabihty shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 L Claims 1,7,8,14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishikawa et al. (6,1 16,055) in view of Antos et al. (6,289,698). 
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Ishikawa et al. discloses a method for sintering a porous glass material. The process 
disclosed by Ishikawa et al. includes the steps of: 

preparing a ring heater (coL 2, line 46) having an opening through which said porous 
glass material passes, for heating said porous glass material; 

selecting said porous glass material having an outer diameter within a predetermined 
range, said predetermined range being determined based on an inner diameter of the opening of 
the ring heater; and 

heating said porous glass material in an atmosphere of dehydration gas and inert gas with 
said ring heater (col. 2, lines 19-20). 

Ishikawa et al. also discloses a furnace surrounded by the ring heater as recited in claim 7 
(col. 2, lines 45-47). 

Note that selecting a porous glass material which fits inside the ring heater meets the 
"selecting" limitation recited above. 

Ishikawa et al. does not discloses the steps of elongating and drawing the perform to form 
an optical fiber. 

Antos et al. discloses the steps of elongating (e.g. col. 4, line 16) and drawing (e.g. col. 6, 
line 29) the perform into a fiber. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to carry out these steps disclosed by Antos et al. on the perform of 
Ishikawa et al. to obtain a fiber suitable for use. 
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12, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A. Fiorilla whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 187. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on (571) 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Informafion Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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